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1.	 The	blood	flow	 through	 the	permeable	 struts	of	 the	 frame	may	be	 satisfactory	 in	
most	cases	of		full	overlap	or	covering	of	the	ostia	by	the		transcatheter	aortic	valve	
frame.	(Katsanos	et	al.,	submitted,	this	thesis)
2.	 The	 inclusion	 of	 valvulo-arterial	 impedance	 	 in	 the	 risk	 stratification	 of	 patients	
undergoing	TAVI	may	help	to	identify	candidates		who	may	be	at	higher	risk	for	poor	
outcome.	(Katsanos	et	al.	J	Am	Soc	Echocardiogr.	2013	Jul;	26(7):	691-8,	in	this	thesis)
3.	 Moderate	pericardial	effusion	at		1	month	follow-up		after	transcatheter	aortic	valve	
implantation	is	rare	and	is	observed	only	in	patients	treated	though	transapical	ac-
cess.	(Katsanos	et	al.,	submitted,	in	this	thesis)
4.	 A	large	difference	between	the	maximal	annulus	diameter	and	the	nominal	diameter	
of	 the	prosthesis,	 as	well	 as	 a	 shallow	position	of	 the	 frame	 in	 the	 left	 ventricular	
outflow	tract	,	are	independently	associated	with	significant	paravalvular	regurgita-
tion	after	transcatheter	aortic	valve	implantation.	(Katsanos	et	al.	Am	J	Cardiol.	2013	
Dec	1;	112(11):	1800-6,	in	this	thesis)
5.	 The	development	of	TAVI	has	been	a	20-year	odyssey	from	concept	to	real	world,	but	
it	has	been	a	fascinating	adventure	and	the	procedure	is	here	to	stay.	Alain	Cribier,	
Arch	Cardiovasc	Dis.	2012;	105(3):	146-52	
6.	 These	complications	of	transcatheter	aortic	valve	replacement		provide	the	opportu-
nity	for	further	investigation	and	device	development	to	improve	clinical	outcomes.	
They	 also	 provide	 reason	 for	 pause	 in	 the	 rush	 to	 expand	 the	 patient	 population	
eligible	for	transcatheter	aortic	valve	replacement.	Chintan	Desai	et	al,	JAMA.	2012;	
308(6):	573-4
7.	 The	technical	problems		and	imperfect	seating	of	the	prosthesis	may	be	eliminated	
or	 largely	 overcome	 by	 increased	 operator	 experience	 and	 refinement	 of	 the	 im-
plantable	device.	Schaff	Hartzell,	N	Engl	J	Med.	2011;	364(23):	2256-8
8.	 Thus,	 taking	 into	account	the	magnitude	of	 the	public	health	problem	that	 is	 rep-
resented	 by	 the	management	 of	 elderly	 patients	 with	 severe	 aortic	 stenosis	 and	
the	possible	implications	of	widening	the	indications	for	transcatheter	aortic	valve	
implantation	in	the	years	to	come,	it	is	imperative	to	improve	our	knowledge.	Alec	
Vahanian	et	al,	J	Am	Coll	Cardiol.	2013;	62(11):	1013-4
9.	 ΜΕΤΡΟΝ	ΑΡΙΣΤΟΝ.	Moderation	is	the	perfect	course.	Cleobulus	of	Rhodes,	philoso-
pher.(B.C.	580)
10.	 ΤΟΥ	ΖΗΝ	ΟΥΔΕΙΣ	ΩΣ	Ο	ΓΗΡΑΣΚΩΝ	ΕΡΑ.	None	 loves	 life	as	much	as	 those	who	are	
growing	old.	Sophocles,		ancient	Greek		writer.	(B.C.	400)
11.	 Beauty	will	save	the	world.	Fyodor	Dostoyevsky,		1821-1888.
